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What A Party!!
And hard to believe, more to come!

First of all, on behalf of the IAHF, I want to
congratulate the so many people that
helped make this celebration possible, from
those in leadership positions to those in
attendance and supporting our booths and
vendors.  Without all of you, this living
statement of our heritage would not have
been possible. On a personal note, a special
thanks to Cathy De Maria for making the
opening ceremonies run so smoothly - there
is so much behind the scenes work and
hours spent to the critical opening ceremo-
ny; to Judy Verona Joseph of Primo Public
Relations for really getting the word out
(over 25,000 visitors); and to our Festa
Director Joe Rizzi, who was running in so
many directions....a true "orchestra conduc-
tor"!  Bravi! Our 31st Annual IAHF Family
Festa truly displayed the vibrancy and
excitement of our Italian American
Community. We were particularly apprecia-
tive of the visit to the Festa for the first time
by the Consul General of Italy in San
Francisco, Fabrizio Marcelli.  Likewise, the
Festa took on added significance as the cel-
ebrations acknowledged the 150th
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy. And,
of course, it was important that our setting
was in the historic part of San Jose, being
revitalized as the emerging Little Italy
neighborhood, in the heart of downtown
San Jose.  The proverbial pictures that speak
a 1000 words are included in this edition of

the paper. It would be nice to rest on this
incredible experience but this is a year-
round organization, and while we are also
evaluating the Festa, how to improve it,
deal with glitches, and all, we also have an
exciting series of events that we are entering
in on for autumn and winter (Yes, volun-
teers are needed at those events, too!).

As previously noted, on Sunday,
Oct.23, 2011, we are having a very special
program honoring one of our own local
musical  legends, SHORTY JOE QUAR-
TUCCIO.   Shorty Joe will be
receiving a Lifetime
Achievement Award
from the Italian
American Heritage
Foundation for
his contributions
the South Bay
Musical Scene, in
Country and
Western Music.
Joining us in this trib-
ute will be nephew and
Opera San Jose Conductor
Anthony Quartuccio; from LA the
voice of Monreale, Sicily, Joe D'Angelo;  and
steel guitarist Bobby Black, along with
Richard Shon and the Saddle Cats.   Shorty
Joe, aka Giuseppi Quartuccio, was born in
Monreale, Sicily, and raised in San Jose. His
tale as an immigrant child, listening to the
music of the times on his radio, and then
learning to play that music, and then per-
forming with the greats of
Country/Western, is the stuff of musical
fables, and is as American as apple pie and
pizza!  There is a separate flyer that high-
lights this event but it underscores the vital-
ity of our immigrant family roots and lega-

cy.  And, to borrow from an observation
made by former Assemblyman Dominic
Cortese, during the unveiling of the ban-
ners in Little Italy last month..."The Italian
American experience did not end with the
migration from Italy to l'America, it just
began"...and Shorty Joe's life time achieve-
ments reaffirms that observation.  

And for those with a more classical
bent, there will be a chamber music group
from Venice visiting San Jose in November,

and we hope to have some group seating
made available. In a separate

article "The splendors of
Venice in the Bay Area

will be explored".
This, too, is a must
see series of
events for those
interested in the
art and culture of

the region known
as Il Veneto. I also

want to put in a plug
for your support of the

IAHF Board and to consider
joining the Board and participating

in the running of the organization. The
IAHF is very happy to note the re-birth of
our Young Italian Organization called
CIAO SAN JOSE.   We are actively recruit-
ing new members to take "ownership of
that group" and outreach to that vital part
of our extended family.  In the fall, too, will
be the resumption of Italian classes, movies,
lectures, and this year, too, hosting the visit
of the Patrons of Italian Culture from Los
Angeles.  It is exciting to work with all this
positive energy and potential, so you vol-
unteers know you are making a difference.
Grazie tante! ❧
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Board Vacancies for 2012 & New Guidelines

Consider becoming a Board Member of the IAHF and being a part of an exciting time of change
and potential for our Italian American Heritage!

We have posted the announcement for becoming a Board Member in our previous editions of the paper ,
and at last month’s Board meeting our By-laws committee made recommendations to the Board that were adopt-
ed at the August meeting to reduce the time to be an active member of the IAHF to run for the Board from one
year to six months.

With our major membership push last year we have recruited many enthusiastic and talented new mem-
bers, and, quite frankly, we want to harness that enthusiasm and talent pool as soon as feasible into the gover-
nance of the IAHF.  Also discussed, but with no action taken, was to dedicate one Board seat to the emerging re-
established Young Italian Group, along with setting up a new Board mentorship program.   The lifeblood of all
community-based organizations is its membership base and support.   As many of you have experienced over these
many years, the vitality of the IAHF is also membership-based. As we chart new courses for our organization and con-
tinue with our overall mission of promoting Italian and Italian American heritage, we are actively soliciting your dynam-
ic support and welcome your participation in the cultural life of our Foundation.

The Board also streamlined the guidelines for Board membership to read:
1) Have an interest in Italian History  and Culture and a general knowledge of the purpose goals and achievements of the IAHF.
2)Be available to attend Board meetings and special assignments related to the IAHF.
3) Have an interest in and be willing to work to further the constructive image of the Italian Americans in Santa Clara County and beyond.
4) Have had some volunteer experience  serving on community based boards
5) Be a dues paying member in good standing for six months.
If you are interested in becoming a Board member contact the IAHF office for an application, or contact our membership chair Mike Console,

or president Ken Borelli.   The candidates for the Board positions will be interviewed by a membership committee, and  introduced at  the gener-
al membership meeting in October, followed by an election in November, or by a while ballot at the October meeting.    In unity and mutual sup-
port we can perform wonders. -- Ken Borelli    ❧

Una Storia Segreta is Now in Document Form

As many of your know  in April and May, the IAHF hosted a region-
al forum on the internment of Italian Americans during World War II.
The event was co-hosted by the Western Regional Chapter of the
American Italian Historical Association.  Several Congress people, State
legislators,  members of our local governmental agencies, prominent
Italian American groups were also present at the venue.   Participating
at the event were family members of those who were directly impacted
by thi difficult time. This is a major part of Italian American History that
is still not understood. 

With the goal of shedding some light on the "war years" the seminar
was developed along with a month long exibit at the Martin Luther
King San Jose Main Library. We are now fortunate to have the workshop

proceedings on DVD.  It was video taped by George Geevargis of Niramco Enterprises Inc. from San Francisco, Ca. The video tape needs some
editing, and we would like to make this important and historical document available to you, I need to know by way of a call or email to the IAHF
of your interest in having a copy of the meeting/focus group. The  video will be shared at cost, and the cost will depend on how many people
would be interested in having a copy. If you are interested in a copy of the video please call the IAHF and we will develop a distribution list. This
is a "must" document to share with your club, classroom, family get together, and a timely reminder of a not too distant part of Italian American
history that impacted so may lives in so many different ways.   For more direct information on the event itself check out one of our back editions
of the IAHF News, MAY 2011. ❧
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Un Grazie di Cuore!

JO S E P H J.  AL B A N E S E,  IN C.
SO B R AT O DE V E L O P M E N T CO M PA N I E S

DBI BE V E R A G E S,  BI L L O'LE A RY

MA R I A GL O R I A,  L' I TA L O AM E R I C A N O NE W S PA P E R

LI M A FA M I LY ER I C K S O N ME M O R I A L CH A P E L

LA RU S T I C A N A D'OR S A VI N E YA R D S

ITA L I A N ME N'S CL U B

PR O V I N C E O F FL O R E N C E,  SI S T E R CO U N T Y CO M M I S S I O N

GO L D E N HA RV E S T CAT E R I N G

PR O V I D E N T CR E D I T UN I O N

KE N BO R E L L I

RO S E CR I M I

GH I G G E R I PR O P E RT I E S

NI N A BR U N O BO Y D

AAA FU R N A C E & AI R CO N D I T I O N I N G

TO N Y & CL A I R E CE D O L I N I

LU N A R D I'S SU P E R M A R K E T S

CO U N C I L M E M B E R AS H KA L R A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R PI E R L U I G I OL I V E R I O

CO U N C I L M E M B E R DO N A L D RO C H A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R SA M LI C C A R D O

GU G L I E L M O WI N E RY

ALT E R A RE A L ES TAT E,  DE N N I S & CO L L E E N BA D A G L I A C C O

TH E CH E F WO R K S

RI C H A R D & JO A N AR Z I N O

AD A M I BO N F I G L I O RE A L ES TAT E TE A M

IRV PA R O L A R I

MI C H A E L AN N U U N Z I ATA

JO H N & MA R G E PA P P

AL D O'S RI S T O R A N T E A N D BA R

PH I L A N D JA N BA R O N E

JO S E P H & CA R M E L L A GU L L O

MA R I A G. BA N D Y

AN T H O N Y IA N T O S C A

Heartfelt Thanks to All Who Helped Sponsor This Wonderful Festa 
With Much Appreciation -- The Festa Planning Committee

FIAT of Fremont

PRIMO PUBLIC RELATIONS
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Our 31st Annual Italian Family Festa



5 © 2011 Italian American Heritage Foundation

Our 31st Annual Italian Family Festa
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Italian Men’s Club Bingo

Elks Lodge, 444 W. Alma St, San Jose
Phone: (408) 286-2007
• Every Monday Night; Doors Open at 4:00 PM
• Early Bird at 6:00 PM; Regular Session at 6:45 PM
• Play $1,199 Flashboards, Cherry Bells (pull tabs) and 

all Games Pay $250.00 (except for Early Bird)
• 15 minute Buy-ln (2-15 Game Packs)
• Birthday Specials and on the Last Monday of Every Month 

We Have a Free Prize Drawing!
• Lots of Lighted Parking, Good Security, Delicious Free Coffee,

& Really Nice People
• A Fun and Rewarding Experience for All
• ATM Machine Available
• Outstanding and Delicious Home-Style Meals
• Join Us: We’re Always Looking for New Members!
• We Host a $5.00 Senior Lunch and Bingo every Monday 

afternoon starting at 11:00 AM
• Check our website: http://www.italianmensclub.com

IAHF Newsletter September 2011

That’s

Italian!

Pomodori! Pomodori! Pomodori! Pomodori!

Save The Date!
Thursday, September 29, 7:30–9pm
$15 members; $18 non-members
Speaker:  Massimo Chisessi

It’s one of Italy’s most iconic foods. 
But did you know that this ubiquitous ingredient is not even

native to the Mediterranean? In this panel discussion, you’ll learn
about the history and mythology of the tomato. 

We’ll discuss the selection and cultivation of heirloom varieties
that flourish in our microclimates, traditional and innovative preser-
vation techniques and IAHF members will relate their memories of
how immigrant parents and grandparents taught them to grow and
prepare this delicious fruit. 

We’ll end the evening with a tasting of 10-12 types of heirloom
tomatoes to illustrate the versatility of one of our favorite foods.
Beverages will be available for purchase. ❧



IAHF Officers
Ken Borelli, President
Joe Ponte, VP Administration
Jo Ann Ghiggeri-Bjornstad, VP Promotions
Delia Schizzano, VP Programs
Corinne Tomeo, Secretary

IAHF Directors at Large
Erik Beans
Steve Cornaglia
Mike Console
Ralph Di Tullio
Linda Felice
Nancy DeVincenzi Melander
Joe Rizzi
Conrad Russo
Kristi Stanyard
Corinne Tomeo
Kay Virgilio

IAHF Advisory
Committee
Linda Binkley
Denise Campagna
Sal Campagna
Rick Daulton
Judy Verona Joseph
Peter McHugh
Josh DeVincenzi Melander
Tony Virgilio
Tony Zerbo

Founders
Domenic Cirincione*
Victor Corsiglia, Sr.*
John De Vincenzi, Ed.D*
Joseph Di Salvo*
Charles Falcone*
Sal Flavetta*
Joe Guerra, Jr
Michael Guerra*
Carl Lepiane*
Don Lima*
Larry Marsalli
Rocci G. Pisano, Ph.D*
Murphy Sabatino, Sr.*
S. M. Sanfilippo*
Louis Solari*

Past Presidents
Don Lima (1975-1976)*
Murphy Sabatino (1977)*
John De Vincenzi, Ed.D (1978)*
Rocci G. Pisano, Ph.D (1979)*
Richard Arzino (1980)
Pat Restuccia (1981-1982)*
Philip DiGiovanni (1983)*
Ned Ciccio (1984)*
Frank Bonanno (1985)*
JoAnn Cymanski (1986)
Joe Francia (1987)*
Nick Rizzolo (1988)
Marge Valente (1989)
Richard Bongiovanni (1990)*
Tony Zerbo (1991)
Tony Virgilio (1992)
Nick Lickwar (1993-1994)
Sal Scrivano (1995-1996)
Nick Lickwar (1997)
Ed Foglia (1998-2000)
Phil Barone, Ed.D (2001-2003)
Sal Caruso (2004-2005)
Marge Valente (2006)
Nancy De Vincenzi Melander (2007-2008)
*Deceased

IAHF Member Businesses
• Blevins Realtors/Coldwell Banker
• Adami Bonfiglio Real Estate Team
• Borelli Investment Co.
• Campo di Bocce of Los Gatos
• Charles Gagliasso Trucking, Inc.
• DiNapoli Specialty Foods
• Golden Sight Productions
• Guglielmo Family Winery
• Guidotti Trucking, Inc.
• Hillview Packing Co, Inc.
• Intero Real Estate Services
• Janice and James Jones
• Lima Family Mortuaries
• Mastrocola Millenium Travel
• Mezzetti Financial Services
• Jose Mezzetti
• Robert Mezzetti Law Firm
• Robert Mezzetti Law Office
• Oak Meadow Dental Center
• Oliwell Corporation
• John, Eric and Diane Paulson
• Mark Rindge, D.D.S. and Barbara Rindge
• See Spot Run Dog Walking (Rochelle Migliore)
• Steve Sgarlato

IAHF NEWS
Send your letters, comments and 
articles to:
Editor, IAHF NEWS
425 N. Fourth St.
San Jose, CA 95112
Phone: 408-293-7122
Fax: 408-293-7154
E-mail: iahfsj@sbcglobal.net
IAHF News is published monthly by The
Italian American Heritage Foundation.

Editor: Primo Public Relations
Design: John Romano Creative 

Ad Rates & Deadlines
We accept business card size ads,
camera ready art or digital ads.

Ads are due in THE IAHF office by the
5th of the month prior to the month of
publication.
Rates are payable in advance:
• $75 for minimum of three months
• $275 for twelve issues.

All advertisements must be in
accordance with the rules and
requirements as determined by
editorial policy. Paid political
advertisements are not to be
interpreted as an endorsement by
the Italian American Heritage
Foundation or its newspaper, the
IAHF NEWS. In addition, the
newspaper reserves the right to
reject ads based on the paper’s
editorial policy.

©2010 Italian American Heritage Foundation.
All rights reserved. IAHF is a trademark of the
Italian American Heritage Foundation. ❧
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Every Saturday at 5 PM on Comcast Channel 15
Visit www.onthetown15.com for more information



New Service - IAHF NEWS via Email! 
Would you like to receive the newsletter before it goes to press?
Send your email address to iahfsj@sbcglobal.net and we will
send the IAHF newsletter to you via email! ❧

425 N. Fourth St., San Jose, CA 95112 • (408) 293-7122 • September 2011

Upcoming Events
September & October 2011
❧  Sept. 29th

Tomatoes!  
With speaker Massimo Chisessi

❧  Oct. 23rd
Shorty Joe Tribute

❧  Oct. 27th
General Membership Meeting

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2913

San Jose, CA

© 2011 Italian American Heritage Foundation

What a Party! See You Next Year!
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