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It Takes Two Hands
To Play The Piano

Yes, I know you can play with one hand;
however, that won’t get you to the brilliance
and full potential of the piano. Watching the
young musicians from Firenze play last
month at the IAHF, one of those reflective
moments highlight-
ed that in the audi-
ence were quite a
few citizens of Italy
(the Special Sister
County delegation)
as well as many
Italian Americans,
and their families
and friends. The
point of this obser-
vation is that
Italians and Italian
Americans coming together to make music
is a very exciting and special experience.
Carrying this theme over a bit, in order to
fully appreciate the richness of our heritage,
you really have to experience both aspects
of this performance together, yes, like hear-
ing a masterly selection from the piano.
Italians and Italian Americans share so
much in common, including a love and
appreciation of heritage, especially in the
arts and lifestyles, but there are historical
differences. It is those differences, when
they are integrated or come together well,
that really make for an awesome experi-
ence. Sometimes it doesn't, and we have to

accept that, too.
If you reflect a bit on the immigrant expe-

rience, and how uprooting it is/was, the
roll of heritage and traditions certainly had
to be mitigated in a new land. That major
process is a part of the fabric of being Italian
American, and is to a great extent integrat-
ed into our consciousness. In many ways, it
is that very same experience that we can
also share with our kin and cultural piasani
in Italy. For me, that is the beauty of cultur-
al interchanges, and that goes for all cul-
tures in the USA. We end up appreciating

the dialogue and experience as something
very special. Likewise, it's always fun and
very engaging to meet and hear from native
Italians who may be visiting San Jose dur-
ing our Italian Family Festa, or other IAHF
events, especially regarding their impres-
sions and experiences at the IAHF. For the
most part, it really is a different sensation
and a fascinating observation of how
Italians perceive "us" and the Italian
American experience, and, of course, visa
versa.  For those that know me, I am not big
on electronic media, but one of my cousins
in a little village in Calabria "Googled me"
last month (she could have written but...). I

responded, dictionary in hand, and asked
about the children and family. Normal stuff,
not really, she told me to check out her
Facebook site, become a friend, and that
they have Skype! I am still trying to inte-
grate all this. And no, I have not even begun
to check all this out, since I am "not with it".
She eventually will get an email. But the les-
son is a timely reminder of "perceptions." I
do believe some of those villages are more
wired than Silicon Valley!

In many ways, though, it highlights the
importance of maintaining a dialogue

between "both hands", with the goal
of coming together as one theme, in
this case, celebrating heritage. I
would love to search out some
Italian tourists who will be visiting
us, especially during Festa time and
hear or read about their perception
of our Italian American activities.
Incidentally the musicians who per-
formed in May at the IAHF, includ-
ed Edoardo Turbil, pianist, and
Miriam Prandi, celloist, from the
Scuola di Musica di Fiesole; pianist

Michael Martinez from Carmel, whose aunt
is composer Louise Canepa; tenor Daniel
Burns, and Michael Morris with the Ohlone
Chamber Music Singers. This was followed
three days latter by the stars of Opera San
Jose! It was a truly magical Maggio Musicale.
We will be hearing from Michael again at
our scholarship BBQ on the 24th of June,
and we are going to try to get the Ohlone
Chamber Music Singers back for a repeat
concert (the acoustics for the chamber
singers was incredible). A special acknowl-
edgement to Delia Schizzano and her
Italian Language students for helping to
put on La Festa Fiorentina..."Bravi! .. ❧
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IAHF Board of Directors Vacancies

Una Festa Fiorentina!

A current vacancy for a seat on the IAHF Board was declared at the last board meeting when we accepted with regrets, Conrad Russo's resignation from the board
due to health reasons. His term will expire the end of the year 2012. Any IAHF member in good standing that meets the qualifying guidelines, noted below, can sub-
mit an application to be considered to fill the vacancy by a board vote, per IAHF By-laws and guidelines. Conrad and his wife Zina still intend to remain active in
the cultural life of the IAHF, and they will be honorary chairs of the Festa della Repubblica, a post they actively chaired "con gusto" for many years.

In addition we are also beginning to recruit to fill vacancies for the 2013 Board. This is an exciting time to be part of a vibrant cultural organization which focuses
on promoting our heritage, and traditions in Santa Clara County. Many of you have roots in this valley that go back to the early Italian American Community and
the founding of this organization, others have become recent members, and have enjoyed what a gift and joy it is in celebrating our heritage especially in the arts,
scholarship, and social life of our community. The common denominator is we are all united in appreciating and supporting our Italian American traditions! We
welcome your personal visions, commitments and also want to encourage you to consider a leadership post ion with the IAHF by becoming a Board member for
2013. This is a dynamic position, that will utilizes your personal talents and visions. It will also challenge you creatively in an exciting and enriching way . Our goal
is to promote heritage,and support the Italian American experience in this valley and beyond. Your active commitment and support is truly appreciated!

Applications for nomination to the 2013 Board of Directors are available at the IAHF Office. Consider making this vital and exciting commitment to your heritage
by applying for a term as a board member of the IAHF. 

For more information about the positions available, contact Mike Console, Membership Chair, or Ken Borelli, President . 
Both can be reached at the IAHF at 408-293-7122. 
The Qualifying Guidelines Include:

1)   Have an interest in Italian History and Culture and a general knowledge of the purpose goals and achievements of the IAHF.
2)   Be available to attend Board meetings and special assignments related to the IAHF.
3)   Have an interest in and be willing to work to further the constructive image of the Italian Americans in Santa Clara County and beyond.
4)   Have had some volunteer experience serving on community based boards
5)   Be a dues paying member in good standing for six months  ❧

Photos by Judy Verona Joseph
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Elks Lodge, 444 W. Alma St, San Jose
Phone: (408) 286-2007
• Every Monday Night; Doors Open at 4:00 PM
• Early Bird at 6:00 PM; Regular Session at 6:45 PM
• Play $1,199 Flashboards, Cherry Bells (pull tabs) and 

all Games Pay $250.00 (except for Early Bird)
• 15 minute Buy-ln (2-15 Game Packs)
• Birthday Specials and on the Last Monday of Every Month 

We Have a Free Prize Drawing!
• Lots of Lighted Parking, Good Security, Delicious Free Coffee,

& Really Nice People
• A Fun and Rewarding Experience for All
• ATM Machine Available
• Outstanding and Delicious Home-Style Meals
• Join Us: We’re Always Looking for New Members!
• We Host a $5.00 Senior Lunch and Bingo every Monday 

afternoon starting at 11:00 AM
• Check our website: http://www.italianmensclub.com

Italian Men’s Club Bingo

That’s

Italian!

Dream...
Believe...
Achieve...
Date: Sunday, June 24, 2012 

Time:    Social Hour @ 2:30 PM
Dinner @ 4:00 PM

Presentation of Scholarships @ 5:00 PM

We are honoring several students this year and you won't want to miss the presentation and an
opportunity to meet the Scholarship recipients.

In addition, we are excited to have pianist Michael Martinez return to the IAHF and entertain
us with his beautiful selections of music.  Call for your reservations at 408-293-7122 ❧

Sunday Family BBQ &
Scholarship presentation

SaveTheDate
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Release Your Inner Chef!!

The 2012 IAHF Italian Family Festa
is in need of folks who love to cook and
would like to volunteer their time as
shift chefs for the IAHF food court. The
food booths will consist of; Spaghetti and
Meatballs, Meatball Sandwich and a Pesto
Pasta Bowl with Garlic Bread. The organi-
zation will provide all the necessary cook-
ing equipment, utensils and food products
required to prepare the food items.
Cooking shifts will be in 3 hour intervals
for either Saturday or Sunday. 

Be part of this wonderful event by pro-
viding our patrons with the best of Italian delicacies prepared by none other than
our own IAHF Chef's! In addition, knowing that through your efforts you have con-
tributed in making some young person's dream of a college education become a
reality through the IAHF's "Youth Scholarship Program"....PRICELESS! 

Mille grazie, the 2012 Italian Family Festa Team
Contact us at festavolunteers@yahoo.com ❧

The Festa Needs YOU

Want an easy way to be a part of the Festa?
Donate to the Festa Opportunity Drawing.

• Do you have a vacation home? Donate a weekend stay.
• Season tickets to the Sharks?  Donate 2 tickets to a game.

• Have another idea?  Contact us, we’re all ears!
• All proceeds support IAHF

For more information contact: Nancy Morreale @ 408-368-9094 (telephone) or by email
at nmorreale11@yahoo.com❧

Save the Date!

    ITALIAN
FAMILY
FESTA
2012

RETURNS TO

GUADALUPE RIVER
PARK & GARDENS ON

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
AND

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26

Donate to the 2012 Festa - see our Donation form on the back page!!
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The House on Piave Street

This is the story of a family of nine children, from the end of the 1800s to the mid 1900s, which had been a period of incredible changes in life and
customs.

The story takes place in Auronzo, a little village in the Dolomite Mountains, as well as some
towns in the United States.

The story is fascinating, realistic, and slightly satiric in wit with unusual weaving of past and
present.
The lives of the protagonists, altered by the historical events, are extremely different one from
another: some are gentle and romantic, others dramatic, adventurous or even tragic.

The reader will be enthralled by reading this story which recognizes the wisdom, desire to
learn, joy of living, tenacity, and the value of strength and honesty of the venetian people.

The authors: Lara L. Carese and Trisha C. Fe, are writers with years of work with text books, novels and articles in various magazines.
The book has an Italian version La casa in via Piave and soon a Spanish version. The book is published on Amazon-Kindle, now in a special free promo offer.
For more info, contact Grace Cugntti at gracecugnetti@hotmail.com   ❧

Gioia Company will be celebrating their birthdays "online" with a 10% discount on your purchas-
es when you enter the word "gioia" at checkout during May, June and July. Thursday, Friday,
Saturday (May 31, June 1 and 2) please visit our showroom in Los Gatos for teh Gioia Birthday
open house, "Festa Gioia," at 16395 Roseleaf Court, where we host a lunch and Italian Shopping
Extravaganza from noon to 8 p.m. each day. Enjoy lunch with us and mingle with guest artists.
Abbondanza!
Gioia Italian Art and Products is the realization of a promise made and a dream vision of a 20-
year-old Katherine Brigantino living and studying in Rome, Italy. "As a young girl, I knew that
someday I would be working again with the Italian people."  In 2005 Kathy (Brigantino)
Winkelman and her business partner Lee Marie Michals created Gioia Company Italian Art and
Products based on the idea of sharing the Joy (Gioia) the arts bring to the world, connecting with
artists they already knew, and working marketplace they were very familiar with--Italy! Everyone
loves the Italian arts!

Gioia works directly with artists in the US and Italy to bring you the finest of ceramics, flatware,
linens, jewelry, statues and more, at affordable prices, "Made in the USA" and "Made in Italy" to
support both economies. Our clients are our best advisors. The company supports education
about the Italian Heritage Arts and fund-raising efforts for non-profits in the Italian Communities

here and our surrounding areas. The featured Artist for Gioia Company is Italian Mask Maker and Sculptor Carla Almanza-deQuant who stud-
ied and perfected this art of the 16th and 17th Centuries in Florence, Italy. Carla works closely with Kathy and Lee Marie creating custom artworks
and teaching Venetian Mask Making classes with Gioia Company.

Please join us Wednesday, May 30 for the opening of Carla Almanza-deQuant Gallery, 346 E. Campbell Ave, Campbell Ca. We celebrate with
Carla her ribbon cutting from 5 to 9 p.m. at her new storefront location where she will feature her artworks and those of Gioia Company. RSVP
Kathy 408.640.6628

What are you looking for? Birthday, Graduation, Wedding, Kitchen or Home remodel?? Please Visit Festa Gioia, a joyful party. Bring a copy of
this newsletter and receive $25 towards your purchases of $50 and more at Gioia Company. We carry unique treasures: Venetian masks and sculp-
ture, Italian ceramics painted in Florence, Vietri and Deruta, Murano glass jewelry, inlaid wood from Sorrento and more for your enjoyment! Gioia
also holds Venetian Mask Workshops for healing arts, team building, personal and corporate gatherings.  Consider Gioia the next time you need
to send a gift to someone as a "Thank You." We also have many objects that are perfect for your interior design needs.

For more information about Italian wedding gift ideas, a wedding registry or any of Gioia Company's products or services, call 408-640-6628 or
view our website at http://www.gioiacompany.com. Gioia Company is always open by appointment.  Kathy says grazie to the IAHF for all of
your support !!  Grazie tante! --  Kathy, Lee Marie, Angela and Carla ❧

Gioia Company’s Online Celebration

4IAHF Newsletter May • Volume 1, Issue 6

Opera San Jose Benefit Celebrates 25 years!

Opera photos by
John Eric Paulson and Judy Verona Joseph
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