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If Winter Comes
The holidays are winding down and

on behalf of the IAHF Board, our hopes
and wishes for a wonderful New Year.  I
am personally now joining the chorus of
those who say, any year, and, actually,
any day, is a good time without major
health problems (allora, anche buona
salute per 2012).  As we go into winter, it
may seem the darkness of the hours kind
of slows thing down, but as every good
son or daughter of a contadini knows,
winter is a very busy time of the year.
For any one who tends a garden, nature
does not leave much slack time for a lot
of rest.  A stunning summer garden
reflects a lot of winter work.  Its no dif-
ference in one's personal life, as well as
with life at the IAHF.

So many of our events, projects and
activities are being planned during these
winter months. Likewise, hall upgrades
and repairs are begriming to be assessed
in preparation for future activities, along
with developing a work plan and activi-
ty flow for the year.  Committees, too,
are begriming  to re-group for our proj-
ects and our on going foundation activi-
ties.  To some extent, the starkness of
winter is an illusion, because behind the
scene is the on-going organizational
planning by several of our standing
committees as we gear up for our 2012

events.  There used to be some down
time associated with Festa planning and
that, too, has changed.  What we experi-
ence at the Festa in August has its roots
in January's planning.  The Scholarship,
Festa, Membership, and Finance
Committee have already started their
new committee work, with Hall
Marketing and Cultural soon to meet.
This year, too, we
hope to infuse our
historical photo col-
lection with addi-
tional upgrades, and
expand a greater
appreciation of
Italian American life
in Santa Clara
County with a
mobile exhibition.
Likewise as noted, a
part of our founda-
tion is social support.
A  sense of network-
ing could really be
enhanced by receiving a "sunshine com-
mittee" that checks in on our members,
especially those under the weather, and
simply let them know we care.  In addi-
tion, our on going activities, such as
regional lunches, language classes and
film series, are resuming from the holi-
day break, so life is returning to a very
active pace at the IAHF.

As members, please consider being a
part of this winter preparation and pro-
graming at the IAHF.  As noted, all the
committees invite your participation at
what ever level you care to support your

interest.  Simply contact Rosa at the
IAHF office of your interest and we will
get back to you ASAP.   It is actually
great fun, a way to connect with your
interest, and help us share  our great tra-
ditions and heritage with our family and
friends throughout the valley.  The inter-
esting thing about our winter activities
is how fast it all flies.  My favorite win-

ter quote use to be
from Shelley's Ode
to the West Wind....
"O Wind, if winter
comes, can Spring
be far behind?"  At
this stage in the life
of the IAHF I want
to say , we just need
a little more "winter
time", before we get
up to full swing!
With your volun-
teer help and sup-
port we can do it.
Incidentally, the

famous English poet, Shelley, was one of
the original "bohemians" and reading
about his life online defies what an indi-
vidual can do in just 30  short years.
Shelley lived at the time he wrote this
poem in the Grand Duchey of Tuscany.
He died in a boating accident off the
coast of Viareggio in 1822, and is
interned in the Protestant Cemetery in
Rome.  Today he is considered one of
England's greatest poets, but during his
life time he was considered a wild rebel-
lious kid (and he was all that and much
more)!      ❧

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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Photos by Judy Verona Joseph

A Night At The Opera!
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In the summer I attended a series of operas at the San Francisco Opera House.  During one of the intermissions I happened
to see a plaque dedicated to the founders of the original SFO company.  What I found of interest was that all of the founders
were Italian Americans.  For the most part I never had heard of them before, and wondered about their tale... how did they
come together... what motivated them, and how did such a major world opera company come into being.  I think the mys-
tery is now solved, and I want to pass on to you, by way of SF Chronicle Reporter Carl Nolte, who writes in his on going col-
umn "Native Son".  Mr. Nolte gave the IAHF permission to share with our readers.  The article is entitled "Poker Player Dealt
the City a Generous Hand With Opera".  The entire article is found in the Sunday, December 18 edition of the paper (P:A2).
Mr. Nolte notes: 

"...The San Francisco Opera is one of the city's crown jewels, but not many people know that this cultural gem grew out
of a poker game in North Beach.  At this time of the year, it is nice to remember that the opera was made possible by a gift
from an Italian American businessman.

“His name was Giuseppe Brucia, who was born in a little town in Sicily and came to the United States just after the turn
of the 20th century.  Like a lot of others of his time, he believed that hard work in a new country would lead to success.and
it did.

   As his grandson Larry Brucia tells it, one night in 1918 or 1919, he and nine of his friends and some of them relatives, (some just pals) were at their usual card
game. One of the guest was Gaetano Merola, an Italian conductor with the San Carlo Opera Co.  Merola had conducted in San Francisco many times; he knew
that the city had a long opera history.

So, someone said that night, if San Francisco likes opera so much , why doesn't the city have its own opera company?  Great idea, the men said.  And they
pledged to back and finance a San Francisco Opera.  Merola went to work and after some time the company was formed.  The first performance would be in June
1922, at the Stanford football stadium (in Santa Clara County!).  The story goes that Martinelli (the star) had one condition: he wanted to be paid $15,000 up front.
No money, no opera star.   Brucia and the other 9 men went to A.P. Giannini, head of the Bank of Italy, and asked for a business loan.  Giannini asked for a collat-
eral, but only Bruccia stepped up.   He signed a personal guarantee.

And the show went on.... 30,000 people saw the first season of the San Francisco Opera at Stanford... "Without Giuseppe Brucia , there never may have been a
San Francisco Opera," said David Gockley, the current opera general director.  Giuseppe Brucia raised his family to love and support grand opera.  He died in 1974
and his son Joseph continued his work.  The family always believed that opera was not just for wealthy people, and in 2006, Joseph Brucia put up the money to
simulcast a performance of "Madama Butterfly" on a giant screen in the Civic Center. 

Joseph Brucia died the next year at the age of 92.  And every year the Opera presents a free performance.  This year's was at AT&T Park. 30,000 people came.  This
fall, Mary Brucia Bonura, the  last surviving child of Giuseppe Brucia, received an award from the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society in recognition of
the family's service to the Opera.  Last month she celebrated her 100th birthday.  A perfect day: she went to the opera her father helped bring to life." 

What a story, and what a family!   A special thanks to Carl Nolte for sharing this fascinating story and a timely reminder, too ,of "an immigrants dream".   The
community always will need these dreams and inspirations to keep us going.  I am particularly grateful that the IAHF can also share this legacy with our members.
In the end, that is really what heritage is all about, the continuity and passing on of our values and traditions to the next generation.  With special appreciation to the
Brucia family, too, for their gift through three generations of providing music and vision to our community.  Per la familgia Brucia, "grazie tante!" - by Ken Borelli ❧

Save the Date!
THE ITALIAN FAMILY FESTA

RETURNS TO GUADALUPE RIVER

PARK & GARDENS

ON

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25

AND

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2012

The Founding of the World Famous San Francisco Opera
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Buona Bruschetta!

Celebrity Bartender Night with Dr. Frank Fiscalini

Tuscany, Italy - From mid-October to the end of December everybody in Tuscany gets ready for
their first bruschetta (pronounced “broo-SKET-ta“) of the season. Hard to find a simpler dish than
an autumn bruschetta. At this time of the year you won’t find any fresh tomatoes or basil on it. Just
the essentials: a slice of bread and a generous serving of Tuscany’s peppery Extra Virgin Olive Oil. 
There are two rites of passage to your first bruschetta of the olive picking season. The first is by eat-
ing it right at the frantoio (mill/press), literally fresh from the olive press. Nothing nicer after a long
week of olive picking and the resulting backache, than that welcoming smile and a lovely slice of
bread dripping with the frantoio’s freshly pressed green oil. 

Then there is the variazione del tema (lit., variation of the theme). To taste your new oil in all of
its shades, it’s an imperative to repeat the procedure first thing you arrive back home. A few slices
of bread are toasted on the fire or in the oven, before you drizzle the green golden liquid on top of
the toasted bread. Once you’ve tasted it the essential way, you are free to add a bit of salt, or swipe
the bread with a clove of garlic before pouring the oil on it. Obviously with so simple a dish, the
ingredients have to be of prime quality. Nevertheless be generous with the oil. 

After the first bite of bruschetta covered in your very own oil, you’ll remember why the olive presser’s farewell wasn’t any of the usual
greetings. A simple Ciao or Arrivederci won’t do. There is only one salute adequate to the sacredness of this moment – Buona Bruschetta!  ❧

DVD Now Available

Una Storia Segreta: An Open Forum
(approximately 2 hours long)

A Historic Forum and Discussion of the Internment of Italian Americans During World War II
Presented by The Italian American Heritage Foundation

Co-Sponsored by American Italian Historical Association, Western Regional Chapter
$15.00 make check payable to IAHF

•  Wednesday, January 25, 2012
•  At the beautiful Silicon Valley Capital Club in San Jose
•  5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
•  Proceeds will go to the Little Italy San Jose
•  For more information, call 408-641-7573



Un Grazie di Cuore!

JO S E P H J.  AL B A N E S E,  IN C.
SO B R AT O DE V E L O P M E N T CO M PA N I E S

DBI BE V E R A G E S,  BI L L O'LE A RY

MA R I A GL O R I A,  L' I TA L O AM E R I C A N O NE W S PA P E R

LI M A FA M I LY ER I C K S O N ME M O R I A L CH A P E L

LA RU S T I C A N A D'OR S A VI N E YA R D S

ITA L I A N ME N'S CL U B

PR O V I N C E O F FL O R E N C E,  SI S T E R CO U N T Y CO M M I S S I O N

GO L D E N HA RV E S T CAT E R I N G

PR O V I D E N T CR E D I T UN I O N

KE N BO R E L L I

RO S E CR I M I

GH I G G E R I PR O P E RT I E S

NI N A BR U N O BO Y D

AAA FU R N A C E & AI R CO N D I T I O N I N G

TO N Y & CL A I R E CE D O L I N I

LU N A R D I'S SU P E R M A R K E T S

CO U N C I L M E M B E R AS H KA L R A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R PI E R L U I G I OL I V E R I O

CO U N C I L M E M B E R DO N A L D RO C H A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R SA M LI C C A R D O

GU G L I E L M O WI N E RY

ALT E R A RE A L ES TAT E,  DE N N I S & CO L L E E N BA D A G L I A C C O

TH E CH E F WO R K S

RI C H A R D & JO A N AR Z I N O

AD A M I BO N F I G L I O RE A L ES TAT E TE A M

IRV PA R O L A R I

MI C H A E L AN N U U N Z I ATA

JO H N & MA R G E PA P P

AL D O'S RI S T O R A N T E A N D BA R

PH I L A N D JA N BA R O N E

JO S E P H & CA R M E L L A GU L L O

MA R I A G. BA N D Y

AN T H O N Y IA N T O S C A

Heartfelt Thanks to All Who Helped Sponsor This Wonderful Festa 
With Much Appreciation -- The Festa Planning Committee

FIAT of Fremont

PRIMO PUBLIC RELATIONS
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Won’t You Help??
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This photo was shared with me at the IAHF Festa
Cultural Tent this summer by Ben Paradiso.  Ben is now
in his 90's.  The photo was taken when he was a young
child  helping out at a cherry packing plant around 1922.
It was taken at the Nick Infantino orchard approximate-
ly around Northrup and Pedro Streets.  Today, of course,
the orchards are all paved over, but the photos do high-
light the agricultural roots of our community, as well as
the sense of family life, too.  This was a family unit, and
that strong and loving bond is exemplified in this photo.
So while the pastoral life may have passed away, our
appreciation of our Italian American family life does not
need to do so. This is one more reason why our IAHF
Photo Collection needs to be updated, and Italian
American life in the "Valley of Heart’s Delight" be docu-
mented.  Won’t you help?  --  by Ken Borelli ❧

Elks Lodge, 444 W. Alma St, San Jose
Phone: (408) 286-2007
• Every Monday Night; Doors Open at 4:00 PM
• Early Bird at 6:00 PM; Regular Session at 6:45 PM
• Play $1,199 Flashboards, Cherry Bells (pull tabs) and 

all Games Pay $250.00 (except for Early Bird)
• 15 minute Buy-ln (2-15 Game Packs)
• Birthday Specials and on the Last Monday of Every Month 

We Have a Free Prize Drawing!
• Lots of Lighted Parking, Good Security, Delicious Free Coffee,

& Really Nice People
• A Fun and Rewarding Experience for All
• ATM Machine Available
• Outstanding and Delicious Home-Style Meals
• Join Us: We’re Always Looking for New Members!
• We Host a $5.00 Senior Lunch and Bingo every Monday 

afternoon starting at 11:00 AM
• Check our website: http://www.italianmensclub.com

Italian Men’s Club Bingo

That’s

Italian!

Folding Metal Chairs for Sale for only $3 Each!!!
The IAHF has a collection of folding metal chairs for sale for the incredible price of only $3 each for IAHF
members and $5 each for non-members. The chairs are in good condition and useful for a variety of pur-
poses, like big Italian parties. So, if you need some good, sturdy folding chairs (and you know that a few
would come in handy), please call Rosa at the IAHF office at 408-293-7122 for more information. ❧



IAHF Officers
Ken Borelli, President
Joe Ponte, VP Administration
Jo Ann Ghiggeri-Bjornstad, VP Promotions
Delia Schizzano, VP Programs
Corinne Tomeo, Secretary

IAHF Directors at Large
Clay Alan Braswell
Steve Cornaglia
Mike Console
Frank De Turris
Linda Felice
Kamake Franciosi
Christine Hudson
Cecilia Logans
Nancy DeVincenzi Melander
Joe Rizzi
Conrad Russo
Kristi Stanyard
Corinne Tomeo

IAHF Advisory
Committee
Linda Binkley
Denise Campagna
Sal Campagna
Rick Daulton
Judy Verona Joseph
Peter McHugh
Josh DeVincenzi Melander
Tony Virgilio
Tony Zerbo

Founders
Domenic Cirincione*
Victor Corsiglia, Sr.*
John De Vincenzi, Ed.D*
Joseph Di Salvo*
Charles Falcone*
Sal Flavetta*
Joe Guerra, Jr
Michael Guerra*
Carl Lepiane*
Don Lima*
Larry Marsalli
Rocci G. Pisano, Ph.D*
Murphy Sabatino, Sr.*
S. M. Sanfilippo*
Louis Solari*

Past Presidents
Don Lima (1975-1976)*
Murphy Sabatino (1977)*
John De Vincenzi, Ed.D (1978)*
Rocci G. Pisano, Ph.D (1979)*
Richard Arzino (1980)
Pat Restuccia (1981-1982)*
Philip DiGiovanni (1983)*
Ned Ciccio (1984)*
Frank Bonanno (1985)*
JoAnn Cymanski (1986)
Joe Francia (1987)*
Nick Rizzolo (1988)
Marge Valente (1989)
Richard Bongiovanni (1990)*
Tony Zerbo (1991)
Tony Virgilio (1992)
Nick Lickwar (1993-1994)
Sal Scrivano (1995-1996)
Nick Lickwar (1997)
Ed Foglia (1998-2000)
Phil Barone, Ed.D (2001-2003)
Sal Caruso (2004-2005)
Marge Valente (2006)
Nancy De Vincenzi Melander (2007-2008)
*Deceased

IAHF Member Businesses
• Blevins Realtors/Coldwell Banker
• Adami Bonfiglio Real Estate Team
• Borelli Investment Co.
• Campo di Bocce of Los Gatos
• Charles Gagliasso Trucking, Inc.
• DiNapoli Specialty Foods
• Golden Sight Productions
• Guglielmo Family Winery
• Guidotti Trucking, Inc.
• Hillview Packing Co, Inc.
• Intero Real Estate Services
• Janice and James Jones
• Lima Family Mortuaries
• Mastrocola Millenium Travel
• Mezzetti Financial Services
• Jose Mezzetti
• Robert Mezzetti Law Firm
• Robert Mezzetti Law Office
• Oak Meadow Dental Center
• Oliwell Corporation
• John, Eric and Diane Paulson
• Mark Rindge, D.D.S. and Barbara Rindge
• See Spot Run Dog Walking (Rochelle Migliore)
• Steve Sgarlato

IAHF NEWS
Send your letters, comments and 
articles to:
Editor, IAHF NEWS
425 N. Fourth St.
San Jose, CA 95112
Phone: 408-293-7122
Fax: 408-293-7154
E-mail: iahfsj@sbcglobal.net
IAHF News is published monthly by The
Italian American Heritage Foundation.

Editor: Primo Public Relations
Design: John Romano Creative 

Ad Rates & Deadlines
We accept business card size ads,
camera ready art or digital ads.

Ads are due in THE IAHF office by the
5th of the month prior to the month of
publication.
Rates are payable in advance:
• $75 for minimum of three months
• $275 for twelve issues.

All advertisements must be in
accordance with the rules and
requirements as determined by
editorial policy. Paid political
advertisements are not to be
interpreted as an endorsement by
the Italian American Heritage
Foundation or its newspaper, the
IAHF NEWS. In addition, the
newspaper reserves the right to
reject ads based on the paper’s
editorial policy.

©2012 Italian American Heritage Foundation.
All rights reserved. IAHF is a trademark of the
Italian American Heritage Foundation. ❧
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Every Saturday at 5 PM on Comcast Channel 15
Visit www.onthetown15.com for more information



La Prima Cosa Bella
(The First Beautiful Thing - 2010)

This beautiful and touching comedic drama
was filmed on location in Livorno and stars
award-winning actress and acclaimed Italian
beauty Micaela Ramazzotti. The film follows a
strong and optimistic mother raising her two chil-
dren against all odds. Throughout grief and pain
she teaches her family to remain open and loving
and to cherish the little joys in life. Famed Italian
director Paolo Virzì has crafted a heartwarming
tale filled with unforgettable and emotional true-
to-life performances that will make you laugh and
cry, sometimes both at the same time. ❧

FEB. 1, 2012 @ 7:00 PM  •  DONATION: $5
Italian American Heritage Foundation

425 N. 4th St. San Jose
408-293-7122

New Service - IAHF NEWS via Email! 
Would you like to receive the newsletter before it goes to press?
Send your email address to iahfsj@sbcglobal.net and we will
send the IAHF newsletter to you via email! ❧

425 N. Fourth St., San Jose, CA 95112 • (408) 293-7122 • January 2012

Upcoming Events
❧  January 19

Luncheon - Liguria

❧  February 5
Dinner and Instalation of Board of Directors

❧  February 16
Luncheon - Puglia

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2913

San Jose, CA

Volume 1, Issue 2 • © 2012 Italian American Heritage Foundation

IAHF Christmas tree at

Christmas in the Park, San Jose.

Many thanks to the volunteers that made this happen.

Italian Movie Night
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