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❧  August 18
Regional Lunch: Lazio

❧  August 27 & August 28
Italian Family Festa!

❧  September 29
Tomatoes! A Lecture by Massimo Chisessi
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
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It’s one of Italy’s most iconic foods. But did you know that this ubiquitous ingredient 
is not even native to the Mediterranean? In this panel discussion, you’ll learn about the
history and mythology of the tomato. We’ll discuss the selection and cultivation of heir-
loom varieties that flourish in our microclimates, traditional and innovative preservation
techniques and IAHF members will relate their memories of how immigrant parents and
grandparents taught them to grow and prepare this delicious fruit.

See You at the Festa!!!
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President’s
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by Ken Borelli
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Festa Time!

"EVVIVA LA FESTA ITALIANA!"
A special weekend to celebrate our Italian
Heritage, and share our traditions with
friend, neighbors and community.  Above
all, it is a family-centered party where
everyone becomes a padrini or, in dialect,
compare, or in English, godparent, and
loosely translated, as an honorary family
member, in this case to our fun-filled Italian
Family Festa.  The weekend also feels, in
part, like a Thanksgiving celebration, in
that we have so many people to thank for
making the 31st annual event a reality .  We
at the IAHF are very appreciative of the
support and generosity of our members
and friends.  The Festa truly is a tribute to
the love and pride in heritage that we all
share. It seems, too, like there was very lit-
tle "down time" from our last Festa.
Chairperson Joe Rizzi's Festa committee has
not really taken a breather from last year,
and planning  for the Italian Family Festa at
the Guadalupe River and Gardens Park has
been a continual flow from last years his-
toric event at the emerging site for San
Jose's own Little Italy!

The Festa committee has lined up a
great weekend of events, of course, includ-
ing music, food, culture, arts and crafts, and
new this year, a culinary venue, marionette
show, and Renaissance tent. The Cultural
booth will also feature a geneology section
along with other information about our
Italian American roots.   On a more person-

al note, the Festa provides a unique experi-
ence to connect with the greater Italian
American community throughout the Bay
Area and beyond. The dates also coincide
with one of Italy's oldest traditions and
national holiday, The Ferragosto, or the
month- long national holiday that  techni-
cally is in mid-August, associated with the
Feast of the Assumption.  In reality, it is the
whole month of August, and is a tradition
who's origins are as old as Rome itself, and
the Fair of the Roman Emperor Augustus....
p.s. - if you ever visit Italy in August make
sure you have your reservations secured!  

This year our Festa takes on added sig-
nificance because we are also part of
world wide celebrations among
Italian American communities,
acknowledging the 150th anniversary
of Italian Unity.  We have run several
IAHF  articles about the event, its his-
tory and significance. In a very real
sense, our Festa exemplifies the
hopes and aspirations of this sense of
unity among our own community in
Santa Clara County. That is part of a
legacy we need to
pass on to our
future generations,
and what ever part
of their Italian her-
itage they will be
celebrating. As our
own community
becomes even more diverse as we
become mainstream Americans of
Italian descent when you "come
home" to our Festa, along with the
great experience you will have had,
we also  hope you will take back from
the Festa that sense of pride and

unity.  Remember, too, the Festa also sup-
ports our scholarship activities. This year
we had a very special event in July
acknowledging seven young scholars, and
they will also be recognized at the Festa, so
be generous with your donations, as the
Festa is our main source of funds to support
the IAHF scholarships, and one of  our
bridges to the next generation of Italian
Americans.  Consider too, if you are not
already a member of the IAHF, of joining
the IAHF, and if you are already a member
consider being a padrini , or godparent to a
special event or project. Allora, ricorda, sei
tu il festeggiato (its your party!).   ❧

SAVE THE DATE

Italian Family Festa

August 27 & 28, 2011

Guadalupe River

Park & Gardens
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IAHF Member Businesses

• Blevins Realtors/Coldwell Banker
• Adami Bonfiglio Real Estate Team
• Borelli Investment Co.
• Campo di Bocce of Los Gatos
• Charles Gagliasso Trucking, Inc.
• DiNapoli Specialty Foods
• Golden Sight Productions
• Guglielmo Family Winery
• Guidotti Trucking, Inc.
• Hillview Packing Co, Inc.
• Intero Real Estate Services
• Janice and James Jones
• Lima Family Mortuaries
• Mastrocola Millenium Travel
• Mezzetti Financial Services
• Jose Mezzetti
• Robert Mezzetti Law Firm
• Robert Mezzetti Law Office
• Oak Meadow Dental Center
• Oliwell Corporation
• John, Eric and Diane Paulson
• Mark Rindge, D.D.S. and Barbara Rindge
• See Spot Run Dog Walking (Rochelle Migliore)
• Steve Sgarlato

IAHF NEWS

Send your letters, comments and 
articles to:
Editor, IAHF NEWS
425 N. Fourth St.
San Jose, CA 95112
Phone: 408-293-7122
Fax: 408-293-7154
E-mail: iahfsj@sbcglobal.net
IAHF News is published monthly by The
Italian American Heritage Foundation.

Editor: Primo Public Relations
Design: John Romano Creative 

Ad Rates & Deadlines
We accept business card size ads,
camera ready art or digital ads.

Ads are due in THE IAHF office by the
5th of the month prior to the month of
publication.
Rates are payable in advance:
• $75 for minimum of three months
• $275 for twelve issues.

All advertisements must be in
accordance with the rules and
requirements as determined by
editorial policy. Paid political
advertisements are not to be
interpreted as an endorsement by
the Italian American Heritage
Foundation or its newspaper, the
IAHF NEWS. In addition, the
newspaper reserves the right to
reject ads based on the paper’s
editorial policy.

©2010 Italian American Heritage Foundation.
All rights reserved. IAHF is a trademark of the
Italian American Heritage Foundation. ❧
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Every Saturday at 5 PM on Comcast Channel 15
Visit www.onthetown15.com for more information
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31st Annual Italian Family Festa

Saturday, August 27 & Sunday, August 28, 2011

Guadalupe River Park & Gardens  • Between Julian & Santa Clara Streets

You Are Cordially Invited to the Celebration of Catholic Mass

Sunday, August 28, 2011 ❧ 11:00 am ❧ Piazza Piccola Italia, Little Italy, San Jose

Monsignor Joseph Milani, Celebrant ❧ Alleluia Folk Group, Music Ministers

Sponsored by Little Italy San Jose Foundation

501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization

Entertainment Schedule

Saturday, August 27th

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm ............................................... Opening Ceremony

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm ................................................. Pasquale Esposito

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm ................................................. Fratello Marionettes

4:00 pm - 4:45 pm ................................................. West Bay Opera

5:15 pm - 6:30 pm ................................................ Trio Davide

7:00 pm -8:30 pm ................................................. Bella Ciao

Sunday, August 28th

12:00am - 12:45 am ............................................... West Bay Opera

1:30 pm - 2:00 pm ................................................. Fratello Marionettes

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm ................................................. Chris Gardner as
................................................................................. Dean Martin

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm ................................................. The Don Giovannis

The Wine Garden

Saturday & Sunday

12:00 pm to 2:00 pm ............................................. Reno Di Bono

2:00 pm to 6:00 pm ............................................... Claudio Melega

The South Piccolo Stage

Saturday & Sunday

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm ............................................. The Silicon Valley 
................................................................................. Accordion Club
3:00 pm .................................................................. Grape Stomping

Roaming the Park playing his Accordion

Saturday & Sunday

1:00 pm to 4:00pm.................................................. Michael Zampiceni

Guadalupe River Park &

Gardens is located two

blocks from San Jose 

Diridon Station

How to Get There

Caltrain 
Caltrain provides train service from Diridon Station going

north to the Peninsula and San Francisco, and south to Gilroy.
Please note that the last northbound train departs Diridon Station
at 10:30 pm on Monday-Saturday and at 9:00 pm on Sundays.

Light Rails 
The VTA Vasona Light Rail also serves the HP Pavilion in San

Jose with a light rail station near Diridon Station and on San
Fernando Street at Delmas Avenue.

The Vasona Light Rail service connects Campbell to HP
Pavilion in San Jose and beyond to downtown, north to Mountain
View, and south to Santa Teresa. Please check
http://www.vta.org/ for full VTA light rail schedules.

In addition to Caltrain, VTA (Valley Transit Authority) buses
also services Diridon Station.

Parking 

There are over 6,000 parking spaces located within a ½ mile
radius of the HP Pavilion at San Jose. Approximately 1,500 spaces
are located on-site in the large parking lot next to the building with
entry from either Santa Clara or Julian Streets. There are another
500 spaces in the lots less than one block from the building off Santa
Clara Street at Autumn, Montgomery and Cahill Streets. There are
many other parking lots located throughout the area, usually open-
ing 2.5 hours prior to the scheduled start time of the event. The
charge for parking ranges from $3.50 - $15 for most events. 
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Italian Men’s Club Bingo

Elks Lodge, 444 W. Alma St, San Jose
Phone: (408) 286-2007
• Every Monday Night; Doors Open at 4:00 PM
• Early Bird at 6:00 PM; Regular Session at 6:45 PM
• Play $1,199 Flashboards, Cherry Bells (pull tabs) and 

all Games Pay $250.00 (except for Early Bird)
• 15 minute Buy-ln (2-15 Game Packs)
• Birthday Specials and on the Last Monday of Every Month 

We Have a Free Prize Drawing!
• Lots of Lighted Parking, Good Security, Delicious Free Coffee,

& Really Nice People
• A Fun and Rewarding Experience for All
• ATM Machine Available
• Outstanding and Delicious Home-Style Meals
• Join Us: We’re Always Looking for New Members!
• We Host a $5.00 Senior Lunch and Bingo every Monday 

afternoon starting at 11:00 AM
• Check our website: http://www.italianmensclub.com

IAHF Newsletter August 2011

Italians & The Mob

You would have thought this title would have come from a B-rated hollywood movie, but
the following incident occurred in the California State Assembly on June 20th, 2011.
Tony Zerbo sent a letter to the San Jose Mercury News about the incident, of which they declined
to print. Likewise did IAHF member Chet Campenella. I am sharing the letter with you since it
was also read at the IAHF June Board meeting.

If you remove the partisan politics from the issue, you get some idea of how ingrained this
stereotype is, and for many Italian Americans who are professionals or even in the trades and
services, you never know when the "mob card" gets played. Perhaps it’s a losing battle to change
perceptions on this one, given the history of the media assault on our heritage, but as I have said
quite recently  "If we don't do it, who will?” I  don't think we can roll over and ignore these mat-
ters. Tony and Chet need to be commended for taking the time to write their letters of concern.

The final punchline in the matter was that the Assemblyman would only apologize to those Italian Americans who were not members of the Mafia! So how do
you prove something like that? It's a no win game, save to express your concerns when these slurs, sometimes very unconscious, surface. (As we go to press with this
story Assemblyman Wagner did eventually issue a message of apology). Even so, this was an underreported news item, and highlights how little our Italian American
Experience is deemed news worthy by mainstream media.  It is also why it’s very important to stay connected to your own sources. Tony's letter is noted as follows:

Letter to the Editor -- Subject: California State Assemblyman Stereotypes All Italians as Mafia  Members
In yesterday's California State Assembly's floor debates on eliminating Redevelopment Agencies (FDA's), Assemblyman, Don Wagner, (R),

Irvine, made racial slurring remarks against those who objected to passing this bill, "as a Tony Soprano shake down or else sort of legislation", and
inferring by his remarks that all Italians are members of the Mafia. That caused Anthony Portantino, (D), L.A. County, to object to Wagner's pre-
judged remarks, and asked Wagner to make an apology to all the Italian-Americans in California...Wagner's response was that "he would only do
that for the Italians who are not members of the Mafia”, which brought Portantino's colleagues to his defense, resulting in a brawl of pushing and
shoving. There is no place in our State Assembly for this type of racial discrimination.  -- Tony Zerbo

That’s

Italian!
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The 31st Annual

ITALIAN FAMILY FESTA
Saturday, Aug. 27, 2011 - 12 pm to 9 pm • Sunday, Aug 28, 2011 - 12 pm to 6 pm

Guadalupe River & Gardens Park

San Jose Little Italy site at Julian & St. John

Chris Gardner 

as Dean Martin

Bella Ciao

The Don Giovannis

Featuring
These

Fabulous
Entertainers Heartstrings Music

West Bay Opera

Trio DavideClaudio Melega

Fratello

Marionettes

Pasquale

Esposito

Headliner
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THE SKY'S THE LIMIT: Honoring our 2011 IAHF Scholarship Recipients

Congratulations!!!

Photos by 
John Eric Paulson
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"Ahoy There, Paesani, There’s Vacancies On Board!”

Un Grazie di Cuore!

We want to invite you "on board", or to be more exact, consider being an IAHF Board Member. APPLICATIONS FOR NOMINATION FOR THE 2012
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE NOW AVAILABLE. There will be several vacancies for the 2012 Board due to term limitations and some
incumbents are up for re-election. It is an exciting time to be a Board member.  It is also a  great opportunity to work with a creative
team to plan and promote our Italian Heritage and assist the IAHF to carry out its vision and mission statement of sharing our
culture and values with the community. The Board meets monthly for about two hours, in addition to some volunteer work
related to projects of your interest. We currently have an enthusiastic and varied Board that broadly represents the diversity of
our Italian American Community. The role of the Board is to provide over sight for the operations of the IAHF, make the nec-
essary decisions that impact membership and activities in accordance with IAHF by-laws, and provide the leadership to imple-
ment our common vision!  We hope you will consider helping out and nurturing our heritage in today's Silicon Valley.  Mike
Console is the chair of our Nomination Committee, and he has summarized Board guidelines as follows:

- Must have an interest in Italian history and culture and also have a general knowledge of the purpose, goals and achieve-
ments of the IAHF.

- Must be available to attend Board Meetings and be willing to accept assignments related to IAHF 
committees and activities

- Must have an interest in and be willing to work to further the constructive image of Italian Americans in Santa Clara County and the Bay Area
(Community Relations)

- Must have some experience as a volunteer worker through an organization, or company that provides services for the betterment of the community.
- Must be a paid member of the IAHF in good standing for one year or more.
In addition there will be a mentorship program set up for new board members to "Welcome them on board". If you wish to discuss details regarding

the Board application process further, you can contact Mike or me for further details. We welcome your input, experience and vision as we continue to
advance our heritage, traditions and values in Santa Clara County. -- Ken Borelli    ❧

JO S E P H J.  AL B A N E S E,  IN C.
SO B R AT O DE V E L O P M E N T CO M PA N I E S

DBI BE V E R A G E S,  BI L L O'LE A RY

MA R I A GL O R I A,  L' I TA L O AM E R I C A N O NE W S PA P E R

LI M A FA M I LY ER I C K S O N ME M O R I A L CH A P E L

LA RU S T I C A N A D'OR S A VI N E YA R D S

ITA L I A N ME N'S CL U B

PR O V I N C E O F FL O R E N C E,  SI S T E R CO U N T Y CO M M I S S I O N

GO L D E N HA RV E S T CAT E R I N G

PR O V I D E N T CR E D I T UN I O N

KE N BO R E L L I

RO S E CR I M I

GH I G G E R I PR O P E RT I E S

NI N A BR U N O BO Y D

AAA FU R N A C E & AI R CO N D I T I O N I N G

TO N Y & CL A I R E CE D O L I N I

LU N A R D I'S SU P E R M A R K E T S

CO U N C I L M E M B E R AS H KA L R A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R PI E R L U I G I OL I V E R I O

CO U N C I L M E M B E R DO N A L D RO C H A

CO U N C I L M E M B E R SA M LI C C A R D O

GU G L I E L M O WI N E RY

ALT E R A RE A L ES TAT E,  DE N N I S & CO L L E E N BA D A G L I A C C O

TH E CH E F WO R K S

RI C H A R D & JO A N AR Z I N O

AD A M I BO N F I G L I O RE A L ES TAT E TE A M

IRV PA R O L A R I

MI C H A E L AN N U U N Z I ATA

JO H N & MA R G E PA P P

AL D O'S RI S T O R A N T E A N D BA R

PH I L A N D JA N BA R O N E

JO S E P H & CA R M E L L A GU L L O

MA R I A G. BA N D Y

AN T H O N Y IA N T O S C A

Heartfelt Thanks to All Who Helped Sponsor This Wonderful Festa With Much Appreciation -- The Festa Planning Committee

FIAT of Fremont
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